
Briefing Papers Cities & Towns Can Plug 
Into Energy Solutions
This briefing paper is adapted with permission from Sierra Club’s 
Cool Cities website at http://coolcities.us.    

Energy is an important topic in Montana.  A 2006 statewide 
poll commissioned by Montana Conservation Voters Education 
Fund found developing more reliable and affordable sources of 
energy on par with improving health care and a higher priority 
than improving schools or even gaining better paying jobs in the 
state. 

Since conventional electricity generation contributes to air pol-
lution and global warming more than any other industry in the 
United States, switching any percentage of Montana’s electricity 
to renewable sources can make a significant, positive impact on 
the environment and human health. Each year, for example, the 
use of a single 750-kilowatt wind turbine in the United States 
prevents on average as much carbon dioxide as can be ab-
sorbed by 500 acres of forest.

No longer waiting for the federal government to act, mayors and 
other local leaders are putting into place winning energy solu-
tions right now. By using the innovative technologies of cleaner 
cars, energy efficiency and renewable energy, cities across 
America - and right here in Montana - are protecting our health 
and environment, while saving taxpayer dollars.

CITIES AND TOWNS TAKE ACTION
Communities all over America and in Montana are taking deci-
sive action to reduce heat-trapping emissions, lower energy bills, 
save taxpayer dollars, and protect our environment. 

Beginning with Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels, more than 400 may-
ors representing 61 million Americans in 50 states have signed 
the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement to reduce global 
warming carbon dioxide (CO2) pollution in their cities to 7 % 
below 1990 levels by 2012 (see seattle.gov/mayor/climate). 

These cities - which currently include Billings, Bozeman and Mis-
soula - are working to meet this goal with practical and innova-
tive energy solutions that reduce energy waste and pollution, 
and thereby cut our dependence on oil, benefit public health, 
and save money. 

Before casting your vote in your City 
Commission election on Tuesday, November 6th, find 
out where your candidates stand on these issues!

On the Web 
Information on the Cities for Climate 
Protection program, http://iclei.org
Smart energy city solutions and model action plans, 
http://coolcities.us
Online tool that can help green your city’s 
vehicle fleets with cleaner, more energy-efficient 
vehicles. http://www.coolfleets.com

Government
Energy Information Administration, MT Quick 
Facts, http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/state/state_energy_
profiles.cfm?sid=MT
Montana Energy Statistics
http://www.eere.energy.gov/states/state_specific_
statistics.cfm/state=MT 
Understanding Energy in Montana, http://leg.
mt.gov/css/publications/lepo/2004deq_energy_
report/2004deqenergytoc.asp
Alternative Energy Resources in Montana, http://
www.eere.energy.gov/states/alternatives/resources_
mt.cfm
Energize Montana:  Conservation
http://www.deq.state.mt.us/Energy/conservation/in-
dex.asp
How To Buy Renewable Electricity - Interstate 
Renewable Energy Council’s “Municipal Guide to 
Purchasing Renewable Energy.” 
http://www.irecusa.org/municipal/municipal_guide.
pdf 
The U.S. Dept. of Energy’s Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy Network “Green Power Net-
work”
http://www.eren.doe.gov/greenpower/home.shtml 

MT Conservation Groups
“Repowering Montana - A Blueprint for Home-
grown Energy Self-Reliance,” 
http://www.aeromt.org/BLUEPRINT.php
National Center for Appropriate Technology, 
http://www.montanagreenpower.com/
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fathered in. (When the state of Montana 
changed its law regarding the review of 
subdivisions in 1993, there was a huge 
rush to subdivide properties in the valley 
before the new rules could take effect.)  
The setback law does not affect individual 
landowners.  

Confined by such stabilization projects, a 
river can only scour down its own chan-
nel, deepening it, or disperse its concen-
trated energy onto a point downstream.  
Thus, downstream landowners can find 
themselves imperiled, if they live below a 
riprap project.  The cumulative affects of 
so much armor is not well understood. But 
it is known that as the channel deepens, 
the river does not spill out across its flood-
plain, so wetlands, which serve as nurser-
ies for fish and wildlife, begin to disap-
pear.  Side channels that provide the main 
habitat for fish go dry. The floodplain loses 
what hydrologists call “connectivity” to 
the river itself, and it becomes smaller and 
drier, which can affect aquifers and water 
supplies for everything from drinking wa-
ter, fisheries to irrigation and boating.  

Some residents and conservation groups 
have suggested that conservation ease-
ments could be acquired to preserve 
agricultural lands and limit riverbank devel-
opment.  However, this prospect seems 
unlikely, given the spiked value of such 
lands, and the low tax base of Park Coun-
ty.  The clear, lasting remedy to protect the 
Upper Yellowstone River is the establish-
ment of riverbank development setbacks.  
Restricting how close people can build to 
the Upper Yellowstone is the river’s best 
bet in being protected for the future, and 
future generations.  Concerned citizens, 
community organizations and the com-
missioners for the City of Livingston and 
Park County must work together and 
take action to make sure that the invalu-
able Upper Yellowstone is adequately 
protected.  If not, both Livingston and the 
county could lose the primary attraction 
that draws so many people to the area in 
the first place.  

Much of the information included in this Yel-
lowstone River briefing paper was provided 
by, and can be found on, the Greater Yellow-
stone Coalition’s website.

Yellowstone Resources
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
P.O. Box 1874, Bozeman, MT 59771
(406) 586-1593
www.greateryellowstone.org

Park County Environmental 
Council
P.O. Box 164, Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-0723
parkcountyenvironmentalcouncil.org

Montana Trout Unlimited 
(Livingston Chapter) 
P.O. Box 1378, Livingston, MT 59047
www.joebrookstu.org

Livingston City Commission
414 E. Callender St., Livingston, 59047
(406) 222-2005
www.ci.livingston.mt.us
citycommission@ci.livingston.mt.us

Park County Commission
414 E. Callender St., Livingston, 59047
(406) 222-4106
commissioners@parkcountry.org
www.parkcounty.org

P.O. Box 853
Billings, MT 59103

www.mtvotersedfund.org
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Montana Conservation Voters Education Fund is dedicated to building citizen involvement in the state’s democratic 
process - to preserve and  enhance Montana’s water, air, open spaces, forests and wildlife for future generations.  
On the web at mtvotersedfund.org

INSIDE:  Important information on local conservation issues. 
Know where your candidates stand on these issues before Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 6th!



(Cont. from pg. 1) TIME TO ACT IS NOW
Scientists have concluded that burning 
fossil fuels—like oil, coal, and natural gas—to 
power our cars, homes, and businesses is 
causing global temperatures to rise. This 
heating of the earth poses a serious threat 
to our health, safety, economy, and envi-
ronment. The good news is that we have 
the tools today to reduce global warming 
pollution, and cities of all sizes are pursuing 
innovative energy solutions. 

While each city’s energy solutions plan will 
be unique, there are three key strategies 
for municipalities: Green Fleets, Energy Ef-
ficiency, and Renewable Energy. 

GREEN VEHICLE FLEETS 
The biggest single step we can take to curb 
global warming is making our cars, trucks, 
and SUVs go farther on a gallon of gas. 

Many cities are cutting their global warming 
emissions by purchasing gas-electric hybrid 
cars and SUVs for their city vehicle fleet. By 
using less gasoline, hybrid vehicles release 
a fraction of the global warming and air 
pollution emitted by conventional vehicles 
while saving money at the gas pump. Some 
cities are also providing incentives, such 
as free parking and lower registration fees, 
to encourage the purchase of hybrids by 
local residents and businesses (see www.
coolfleets.com). 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY SOLUTIONS 
Energy efficiency means using less en-
ergy through better technology to light 
streets and power buildings and industrial 
facilities. Reducing energy use is one of 
the most cost-effective and fastest ways to 
meet our energy needs. Lowering energy 
costs enables communities to invest more 
in schools, job creation, and new infra-
structure. Since fossil fuel power plants 
account for more than one-third of U.S. 
global warming emissions, saving energy 
also means less pollution. From high-tech 
interior and street lighting, energy-efficient 
building standards and retrofits, to efficient 

combined heat-and-power, cities in every 
region of the country are modernizing light-
ing, heating, cooling, and other systems. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOLUTIONS 
Cities across the nation are investing in 
clean and renewable power like solar and 
wind energy to lower global warming emis-
sions and create a reliable source of safe, 
homegrown electricity. Many cities are 
adopting “renewable energy standards” 
that require a specific percentage of the 
electricity sold in a city or utility area to 
come from renewable sources by a specific 
target date. Other cities are incorporating 
renewable energy technologies, such as 
solar photovoltaic panels, into the design 
of public buildings. Renewable power and 
energy efficiency are essential solutions for 
replacing electricity from dirty, fossil-fuel-
burning power plants like Colstrip. 

FOUR STEPS: SOLUTIONS INTO ACTION 
With a strong commitment, a sound plan, 
and real action, your city can be on its way 
toward meeting the goals of the U.S. May-
ors Climate Protection Agreement. Getting 
your city to become part of the fight against 
global warming is as simple as the four 
steps outlined below.

These steps are modeled on the Cities for 
Climate Protection program, a successful 
initiative run by the International Council 
for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) to 
help cities reduce global warming pollution. 
Encourage your city to join ICLEI’s Cities for 
Climate Protection program.  

STEP 1: TAKE THE PLEDGE 
The first step towards curbing global 
warming pollution in your community 
is to ask your mayor to sign the U.S. 
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement. 
This agreement sets the goal of reduc-
ing citywide global warming carbon 
dioxide (CO2) pollution to 7 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2012. 
See seattle.gov/mayor/climate 

STEP 2: CONDUCT A GLOBAL WARMING 
EMISSIONS INVENTORY 

The next step is to conduct an invento-
ry of your city’s current global warming 
emissions. This information will identify 
the city’s major CO2 sources (and the 
greatest opportunities for reductions), 
and will provide a baseline to judge the 
city’s progress towards its goal. Cit-
ies can receive technical assistance to 
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conduct a global warming emissions 
inventory from a variety of sources 
including state and federal agencies 
as well as ICLEI through its Cities for 
Climate Protection program. 

STEP 3: CREATE A SOLUTIONS PLAN 
After completing its inventory, your 
city will be ready to develop a solu-
tions plan that can reduce emissions 
while lowering energy costs for the city. 
While every city’s energy solutions plan 
will be unique, there are three impor-
tant strategies: Green Vehicle Fleets, En-
ergy Efficiency, and Renewable Energy. 
In some combination, these solutions 
will form the foundation of your city’s 
comprehensive energy-saving plan.

STEP 4: IMPLEMENT AND MONITOR 
PROGRESS 

Of course, a plan alone cannot cut 
global warming pollution. It is essential 
that your city put the plan into action 
and monitor its progress periodically. 
With a strong commitment, a sound 
plan, and real action, your city will be 
on its way toward meeting the goals 
of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement.
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Yellowstone River
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Dubbed “America’s last best river” by 
National Geographic Magazine, the Yel-
lowstone River, which winds through Park 
County’s Paradise Valley and the City of 
Livingston, is a beloved and iconic part of 
the southwest Montana landscape.  Prized 
for its world-class wild trout fishery, clear 
waters that support the area’s agricultural 
heritage and jaw-dropping landscapes, the 
Yellowstone is a popular gathering place 
for anglers, rafters, kayakers and family 
recreation.    

The Yellowstone River flows 676 miles from 
Yellowstone National Park to the conflu-
ence with the Missouri River at the North 
Dakota border and drains 70,000 square 
miles of land.  Yet this exceptional water-
way has long been threatened by historical 
degradation, such as mining and agricul-
tural runoff.  Even more daunting, the River 
faces the onslaught of unchecked, rampant 
building and development on its banks.  In 
Park County, floodplain development has 
increased by 57 percent in the last twenty 
years, with more than 600 buildings now 
situated in the upper section of the Yellow-
stone’s River’s 100-year floodplain.  Over 
the past decade, growth along the Upper 
Yellowstone has occurred two to three 
times faster than in surrounding areas. 

The altering of its banks has had such 
egregious effects that in 2006, the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition (GYC) a conserva-
tion organization that works to protect the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the 
lands that surround it, listed this section 
of the Yellowstone River with the dubious 
distinction of one of America’s “Ten Most 
Endangered Rivers”.  

This disturbing trend also prompted Mon-
tana Governor Brian Schweitzer to declare, 
“Development along rivers and streams 
that destroys protective riparian areas is 
possibly the single most urgent ecosystem 

threat facing Montana today.”  The prob-
lem with riverside development, in addi-
tion to the threat of floods to people and 
property, is that it degrades water quality, 
destroys valuable fish and wildlife habitat, 
and leads to the installation of rock armor-
ing, commonly referred to as  “riprap” and 
other types of bank stabilization projects.  
Following record floods in 1996 and 1997, 
landowners and communities along the 
Yellowstone accelerated the use of ripar-
ian and other river stabilization techniques.  
More than eleven miles of riprap were laid 
on a quarter of the banks of the Upper Yel-
lowstone after the two floods. 

Between 1995 and 1998, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers permitted over 170 
projects that resulted in the removal or 
covering of bank vegetation with riprap.  
The Corps, along with local conservation 
districts, also approved other artificial flood 
control devises such as jetties, dikes levees, 
weirs, barbs and river dredging.  The City of 
Livingston built its own levee and delayed 
removing it until the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration (FEMA) 
warned the city that it would lose its flood 
insurance if the levee were not removed.   

Only in the past decade, as a result of in-
tense riverbank development and stabiliza-
tion projects, it has become clear that such 
control destroys the river as a functioning 
system.  This paradox is clearly viewed in 
and around Livingston.  People move to 
Livingston and Park County to be close to 
a wild river and the wonderful amenities 
it provides.  Yet, to live near the water, the 
river must be controlled.  This was unfortu-
nately illustrated in the ’96 and ’97 floods.  
The paradox is that to artificially channel 
and straighten a river is to disconnect it 
from its floodplain.  What results from 
so-called “river stabilization” projects is 
increased frequency and severity of damag-
ing floods and resulting erosion.

In the aftermath of costly damage in the 
90’s, a state task force was convened to 
examine the impacts of living and building 
so close to a powerful river.  Yet despite 
clear evidence that development needed 
restraints to protect both people and the 
waterway, no plan was put into action to 
address the issue.  The 2005 and 2007 
Montana Legislatures both sought reme-
dies to the rampant development affecting 
the Upper Yellowstone and other important 
state rivers, through bills to control where 
developers can and cannot build along 
a riverbank.  The primary purpose of the 
legislation was to encourage Montana’s 
fifty-six counties to deal with the growing 
problem of unwise riverside development 
by requiring new homes and commercial 
buildings to be set back a safe distance 
from flood-prone rivers and streams.  

These streamside setback bills would have 
established a setback of 250 feet along 47 
of Montana’s largest rivers, including the 
Upper Yellowstone.  If the bill had passed, it 
would have been one of the most progres-
sive stream protection bills in the nation.  
Unfortunately, neither bill did pass.  Sadly, 
opponents of the bill to require a 250-foot 
setback for new construction claimed their 
opposition was based on protection of 
property rights.  Opponents to river protec-
tion are destroying the very resource that 
draws so many people to Livingston, Park 
County, and many other places in Montana.  

Yet some county commissions have shown 
foresight in protecting their rivers.  Gallatin 
County recently established a setback ordi-
nance for new subdivisions, requiring them 
to be built 150 feet from a river’s highwater 
line (the level that the river reaches when 
charged with rain and snowmelt during an 
ordinary spring). Park County does have 
a setback law as well, also 150 feet from 
the high water mark, for new subdivisions.  
However, most of the land is already grand-

BIODIESEL IN MONTANA CITY FLEETS: 
Cleaner Air, Renewable Energy, And 
Homegrown Prosperity 

A move to incorporate biodiesel into 
city-owned vehicles in cities like Boze-
man, Missoula and Billings represents a 
win for people who care about the air 
we breathe and our quality of life.

It also represents a win for Montana 
workers and farmers who can produce 
oilseed crops, which provide good 
conservation benefits when rotated 
with small grains like wheat and barley. 
While there are serious problems with 
some of the land conversions to grow 
biofuels in equatorial regions, Montana 
and its neighboring states can produce 
biodiesel in ways that represent good 
stewardship of our soils and water. All 
of this translates into jobs, income for 
our farmers, and cleaner air. It also 
moves us forward toward a low car-
bon, renewable energy future, and sets 
us on a path to energy independence, 
renewable energy, and cleaner air. 

www.mtvotersedfund.org

DID YOU KNOW?  When it comes 
to developing renewable energy 
sources, Montana is among the fast-
est growing states in the U.S. It ranks 
No. 2 this year, trailing only North 
Dakota, according to the latest fig-
ures from the U.S. Dept. of Energy.


